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The box that can be seen here works in the following way:
As soon as somebody steps on it, the persons weight is transmitted to a pressure sensor. The pressure sensor 
measures the weight and gives a signal to several LED strips that are connected in parallel circuits. Depending 
on the weight the LED strips start to shine like contour lines. The heavier the person, the more circuits can be 
reached.

Additionally, the person wandering around is connected to a pulse sensor. Once you have the input of the 
weight and therefore the reach of the personal geography the LEDs get the input of the persons heartbeat, 
resulting in a pulsating geography.

This geography is the output of the installation. Land as somebody´s own footprint, a reminder “that the 
earth is a form of writing, a geography of which we had forgotten that we ourselves are the authors.“

Drawing Land

“ of the world […] as the rediscovery of a meaning, the perceiving that the earth is a form of writing, a geo-
graphy of which we had forgotten that we ourselves are the authors.“

“Still another space, much larger and vaguely hexagonal, has been sorrounded by a broad dotted line […] 
and it has been decided that everything inside this dotted line should be coloured violet and be called Fran-
ce, while everything found outside this dotted line should be in a different colour  […] and have a different 
name […].“

“Frontiers are lines. Millions of men are dead because of these lines. Thousands of men are dead because 
they didn´t manage to cross them.“

George Perec, Spaces and other Species

While wandering around we are writing our own stories, our lifes. We leave behind traces on earth vanishing 
in time. We either move deliberately or intuitively but without knowing where we end up. The experiences 
we make become implanted in our memory, written subjectively from our point of view.

Going from one space to another is intrinsic with crossing frontiers. This transgressing can often be irritating 
as it is not obvious to see what the other space will bring for ourselves or what the difference between these 
two spaces is, that are divided by a borderline.

In physical terms: Frontiers, if not geographically obvious, often seem quite arbitrary; a high fence on a vast 
plane. Nevertheless they are a mainstay of territorial states, which aim to protect their citizens inside. Two 
people born only a few meters away from each other but seperated by a frontier can have two completely 
different starting points in life, dictated by on which side of the line they were born.

George Perec says that “The earth is a form of writing a geography of which we had forgotten that we our-
selves are the authors“ and he is right but as the presence proves:

not everybody can.


