
On 11th of April 2016 hundreds of residents living in an informal community in Pasar Ikan, Jakarta 
were evicted. Given only three days notice, the residents of the kampung that existed for 385 
years, watched their houses being destroyed along with the memories and aspects of livelihood 
that people had built up throughout generations. 

Now, the remains of the kampung look like a scene from a wartime blitz. The Government of 
Indonesia justifies their actions by stating that the eviction was necessary to provide better housing 
and to protect the residents from the frequent floos to which the kampung was prone. The families 
who were forced to move and abandon their homes were not offered any compensation as the 
authorities describe them as squatters on government land. The evictees - mostly fishermen, small 
traders, informal workers and blue collar workers were reallocated to social housing with some of 
them being 35km away from the village. Their new homes are in large tower blocks, in apartments 
that couldn’t have been more different from the neighbourhood they new for decades.

In addition to having a sentimental value to at least 310 families who called Pasar Ikan their home, 
the site contains a significant historical value and played an important role in establishing a web of 
Indonesian and international trade by being the main port of Hindu-Javanese Kingdom of 
Pajajaran. Subsequently, the success of the harbour brought foreigners and foreign influences 
leading to arrival of the Dutch who built their headquarters for Dutch East India Company on the 
site and established Batavia. 

The aim of the project is to provide the residents of the kampung with an opportunity to remain on 
the land that is so important to them for sentimental, financial and social reasons but also give the 
site a new beginning by looking back at its rich history and replying some of the elements to the 
present conditions. The scope of the project will attempt to utilise the wall that was built around the 
kampung and to envision various vertical possibilities of living for the families that came back to the 
site after the eviction took place as well as for the future generations that would inhabit the wall. 
Based on the history of the site and the cultural aspects of the community, various structural 
elements will be added/inserted into the wall to create a new residential and public axis. Each level 
unique and individualised, starting from the original wall will correspond to a particular point in time 
of when people have occupied it. Hence, the entire structure becomes a continuous living 
monument commemorating the history of the site and its rehabilitation/rebirth. 


