
Starting from its colonial history there has been a push toward private 
property ownership in Indonesia – an economic and political agenda 
that stands in strict contrast to traditional Indonesian land ownership, 
use and valuation methods. Despite its independence in 1945 the 
trend of  private ownership as a financial mechanism has increased 
dramatically. 

Historically Jakarta has been a pivotal site for the development and 
spread of  this agenda, with its absorption into the company known 
as the Dutch East Indies Corporation (VOC), Jakarta has been a 
corporate, not national, colony from its start. 

The recent continuation of  this trend can be seen as part of  a much 
larger attempt for the Indonesian economy to compete in global 
markets. 

For Indonesian citizens this has resulted in their enrollment into a 
hyper privatized ownership system, dependant on foreign investment 
yet disguised as a ‘new free state’.  Here the public realm has become 
increasingly commodified through governmentally sanctioned 
redevelopment and beautification projects – dislocating the vast 
majority of  Jakarta’s residents. The relatively recent flurry of  property 
speculation has left many Indonesians without a home or inextricably 
tied to foreign markets.

The role of  the architect here has shifted from a designer of  space 
to a mechanism for producing short-term financial value for a small 
number of  people. This can be seen in the government’s increase in 
Strata titles, enabling property investors to buy and sell apartment 
units in large scale high rise developments before the project is built 
and potentially without it ever being built. This private speculation has 
dramatically inflated urban real estate prices, effectively pricing out 
roughly 80% of  local inhabitants or forcing an increase in mortgage 
debt.  

The privatization of  land has increasingly defined the home as a 
financial asset, both for its use as a shelter and the land it sits on. 
Yet there is a duality to the home that makes this relationship less 
straightforward which is the historic relationship of  the home to 
politics. Traditionally, unlike in the west, longhouses have not purely 
been places of  withdrawal from the civic realm. Instead homes have 
themselves acted more like political, legal and economic bodies. This 
can been seen explicitly in Prime Minister Sukarno choosing to deliver 
Indonesia’s Declaration of  Independence from his living room rather 
than a public square or civic building. 

This project proposes an alternative system of  ownership that 
manipulates existing financial markets and corporate law in order to 
counter these rising trends. Here people would no longer need to own 
discrete pieces of  land but instead would be shareholders. Housing 
would become not only a right but additionally the house would be 
divorced from its financial dependency on foreign markets – instead 
acting as a device for the redistribution of  wealth and political agency. 
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