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	 The aim of the project lies in re-invigorating the relationship between the informal vernacular 
settlements of the urban Kampung and the Ciliwung river, which has been distanced in recent years 
due to the consequences of a process of ‘normalisation’.  
	 Normalisation has been an procedure of the Jakarta Urban Flood Mitigation Project which has 
seen a way of treating the urban poor living along the central river of the city into a certain type of 
confinement—‘de-humanising’ the river and city with infrastructures extraneous to the horizontally 
traditional livelihoods of the locals. Through the implementation of wide walls of concrete linings, the 
infrastructural project has induced the forced eviction of riverbank inhabitants in an exact clear-cut of 
15 meters offset on both sides of the river to augment its volumetric capacity. This process can also 
be seen as method of beautification: the ‘aesthetic cleansing of the city by removing the unkempt look 
of river and the apparent ‘messiness’ of its inhabitants in favour of a much more ordered and easier to 
accumulate method of organisation [in the eyes of the city elites]. In such occurrence, can we depict a 
new materialistic, cultural and ecological reading by empowering the community in retaking control of 
the river in a moment of transience within and beyond the infrastructural riverbanks?  
	 The scope of the project will hence attempt to provide a residential/commercial technological 
hub for knowledge and know-how exchange seeking to congregate locals and encourage the creative 
re-development of the existing infrastructures of the site with smartly interconnected objects. Situated 
on the infrastructural intervention itself, the urban Kampung of the future will evolve its agency to 
generate a new techno-societal discourse able to energise an immediate and productive response in 
the occurrences of flooding, whilst retaining the everyday desires and creative capabilities of its 
dwellers. To gain a vital and formally recognisable role in the tackling of the serious inundation issues 
the city is facing by gathering valuable data and assisting symbiotic solutions between the city urban 
Kampung. 


